
 

 

Welcome! 
CHILD CARE provided for toddlers and infants is in Room 103.  

Preschool-age CHILD CARE is in Room 104. 
 

When BOLDED, words are read by all. When BOLDED and ITALICIZED, words are sung by all.  

 

First Sunday in Lent 

March 1st, 2020 

Worship 4:00 pm 

GATHERING MUSIC 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING CALL & RESPONSE LITANY 

 God hovered over the void and breathed life into dust. 

 God created in the wilderness. 

 The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years. 

 The Israelites found God in the wilderness. 

 Jesus said “no” to the tempter time and time again. 

 Jesus claimed his identity in the wilderness. 

 We grow in the wilderness. We learn in the wilderness. 

 For God is with us—before, through, and after the wilderness. Amen. 

 

SONG Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness spirit 

 Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

 You moved on the waters; you called to the deep; 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing,  

 “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 
 

 Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 



 

 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 4:1-11  

 

POEM The Wilderness is Somewhere We’ve Been Before adapted from Sarah Are 

 We are not the first.  A Sanctified Art, 2020 

 That’s what I tell myself when I wake up in the wilderness— 

 Big sky, worried heart, wondering which way to start. 

 I have been here before. 

 We have been here before. 

 For as long as there has been creation, 

 There has been wilderness. 
 

 First it was an endless void, 

 Until God painted the sky gold. 

 And then it was all that lies east of Eden, 

 Which is everywhere that our story unfolds. 
 

 So like a child memorizing their home address, 

 You’d think we’d learn our way out of this wilderness. 

 But like the Israelites who wandered for forty plus years, 

 We think we’ll spend most of our day to day here. 

 For the wilderness is everywhere that we start to grow. 

 Cracks in the sidewalk, daisies take hold. 
 

 And the wilderness is every single place of unknown, 

 Or when shame and fear move in 
 

 And the wilderness is where dusty feet tread, 

 Familiar with the truth that we have days left. 
 

 So where is God, we ask? 
 

 God is in the big sky and in our worried hearts. 

 God is in the sidewalk cracks where new life starts. 

 God is in the realization that we are not the first. 

 So may we take these limited days left 

 And remember that we’ve been here before— 

 We and God and this untamed world. 

 God and the Israelites and the gathered assembly. 

 God and the horizon and the new day beginning. 

 

POURING OF SAND 



 

 

SONG Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness spirit 

 You swept on the desert; you stung with the sand;  

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land. 

 When they were confounded with idols and lies,  

 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 
 

 Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

POEM Morning Poem by Mary Oliver 

 Every morning 

 the world 

 is created. 

 Under the orange 
 

 sticks of the sun 

 the heaped 

 ashes of the night 

 turn into leaves again 
 

 and fasten themselves to the high branches — 

 and the ponds appear 

 like black cloth 

 on which are painted islands 
 

 of summer lilies. 

 If it is your nature 

 to be happy 

 you will swim away along the soft trails 
 

 for hours, your imagination  

 alighting everywhere. 

 And if your spirit 

 carries within it 

 

ASSSEMBLING OF TREE BRANCHES 

 

SONG Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness spirit 

 You sang in a stable; you cried from a hill; 

 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still. 

 And down in the city, you called once again 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 
 

 Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

the thorn 

that is heavier than lead — 

if it’s all you can do 

to keep on trudging — 
 

there is still 

somewhere deep within you 

a beast shouting that the earth 

is exactly what it wanted — 
 

each pond with its blazing lilies 

is a prayer heard and answered 

lavishly, 

every morning, 
 

whether or not 

you have ever dared to be happy, 

whether or not 

you have ever dared to pray. 



 

 

POEM The Wilderness is a Place of Mystery & the Unknown adapted from Sarah Are 

 It’s only in the wilderness that we can see the stars. A Sanctified Art, 2020 

 That’s what city living has taught us. 

 We can shine a light on the things we want to see— 

 Fluorescent and bright, lighting up dark alleys. 

 it’s only in the wilderness that we can see the stars. 
 

 Yet it’s often in the dark of night that questions come. 

 What is our purpose here? What does God have to say to us? 

 What does God have to say to suffering? 

 The sun falls, our doubt rises, 

 For it’s only in the dark that the questions come. 
 

 For there in the night, our words form constellations. 

 And there in the wilderness, our prayers form galaxies. 

 So even there in the unknown, we trust that we are found. 
 

 A light shines in the darkness. 

 So if ever in the wilderness, 

 Look up and find the stars. 

 

WRITING PRAYERS AND ADDING STONES 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SONG Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness spirit 

 You call from tomorrow; you break ancient schemes; 

 from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams. 

 Our women see visions; our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise. 
 

 Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY In the Beginning baird/lee/felgenhour 
  ENSEMBLE 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 

 

POEM The Wilderness is a Place of New Life—Resilient Life adapted from Sarah Are 

 I used to think the wilderness  

  would never end.  

 I called my mom and asked— 

 “Does time really heal all wounds? 

 Do the pieces ever fall back into place? 

 Does the wilderness go on forever?” 

 So she told me about the horizon. 

 She said, “There is an edge, 

 where the earth meets the sky. 

 And when you’re there, 

 You will see daisies in the sidewalk 

 And the sun after the rain.” 
  

 I asked her to draw me a map 

 And she cried, 

 Because she knew this road was  

  mine to walk, 

 But she promised to wait for me, 

 Day in and day out, 

 for as long as the wilderness raged. 

   

ADDING MOSS 

 

CLOSING SONG Lead Me, Guide Me lead me, guide me 

 Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

 Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

 I am weak and I need your strength and power to help me over my weakest hour. 

 Help me through the darkness your face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

 Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

 Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

BENEDICTION 

So I walked. A Sanctified Art, 2020 

And it felt like forty days  

 and it hurt like forty nights. 

And I waved to the people I  

 passed there in the wilderness. 
 

We tipped our hats to one another, 

Silently recognizing the weight  

 we each carried, 

Until one day, I realized— 

the earth always kisses the sky. 

And this wilderness has turned  

 into a garden, 

And I have made it out alive. 
  

And my mother hugged me, 

There at the earth’s edge. 

And she whispered in my ear, 

That God was that gardener, 

And that I had nothing to fear. 



 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Family, Friends and those Recovering will be kept on our pastoral care list for one month unless an extension 

of time is requested. Please notify the church office of any changes. 

Friends/Family: Dorothy Crute (Wanda Fletcher’s mother); John & Claire Hubbard; Greg Raines; 

Gordon & Ruth Galow (Blythe Raines’ parents); Larry Knight; Nancy Milton; David Turner; Docia 

(Lisa McKean’s mother-in-law); Newland family (Desiree Foskey’s friends); Kemper Kellogg; Dicky 

Smith (Bill Blowe’s friend); JaNae Bryant (Megan Thornton’s friend); Libby Crutchfield; Hunter 

Kaknis (the Herrmanns’ nephew) 
 

Prayers from the Village (submitted in the Prayer Pot in the Little Free Library):  pray for God; pray 

that a mother knows Mason is with her 
 

Our Community: For our neighbors in Hilton Village; for our schools; for team sports, scout troops; 

for LINK and PORT ministries; for CNU students and United Campus Ministries of CNU 
 

Our Sister Church in the Democratic Republic of Congo: Brikin Church, Kinshasa 
 

Missionaries: Tom & Nancy Rach in Mexico; Tyler Caccavale in Ethiopia 
 

Military: Karri Kypriandes (Patty & Aderon Gibbs); Casey Leser; Joey Doherty (Jessica Perry 

Doherty); Ted German (Kaitlin Clear German); Jeff Stichter* (Lisa McKean’s brother-in-law)  
 

*Deployed 

The Huntington at The Newport: Margaret Hurt 

Our Lady of Peace (Charlottesville): Steve Lanning 

Warwick Forest: Edith Elliot 

Millwood Adult Home: Mary Church 

 

Our Mission 
 

Hilton Presbyterian Church is a congregation deeply rooted in our community,  

embracing diverse viewpoints, and unified by our common faith in God. 
 

We seek to: 

GROW the connected life of the spirit, mind, and body through creative worship, education, and fellowship. 

SERVE as the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ in our community. 

As we serve, we are transformed. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
The 2020 FLOWER CHART is now available to 

the left of the Mission & Outreach bulletin board 

in the Narthex! Consider donating flowers in 

honor or memory of loved ones. Cost: $45 by 

cash or check to HPC. 

YOUTH ATTENDING MASSANETTA AND 

MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCES this 

summer, please send the Church Office your 

$150 participant cost. The deadline for payment 

is March 8th.  

There will be a CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

to hear and act upon the report of the 

Nominating Committee on March 15th after 

worship. At that time we will elect our new class 

of elders.  

SAVE THE DATE!! Join us Sunday, March 22nd 

at 5:30 PM for “Dinner and a Show.” Enjoy a Pot 

Luck Dinner, just bring a favorite dish to share. 

Dessert will be provided! After our delicious 

meal in Fellowship Hall, we’ll move to the 

sanctuary where Pastor Clark will share photos 

and experiences from his summer sabbatical. 

Come join the fun, food, and fellowship! 

Would you like to host one of our LEMONADE 

SOCIALS after worship? We'd be so blessed! See 

the sign up sheet in the narthex.  

As many of you know, our OFFICE MANAGER 

Megan-Drew will be getting married later this 

spring. Her fiancé John is in medical school and 

they will find out where he will complete his 

residency on March 20th. This means her last day 

with us in the office will be May 22nd. We are 

very sad to see her go. She has been a splendid 

asset to our church, going above and beyond all 

we have ever asked her to do. Moreover, she has 

been a wonderful friend and sister in faith. We 

wish Megan-Drew and John many blessings. The 

search now begins for our new office manager. 

Duties include office and ministry support, 

providing a friendly presence for church and 

preschool families, and maintaining a detailed 

calendar and record of all activities at the church 

through documents and pictures. The ideal 

candidate is proficient in Microsoft Office, 

Google Docs, social media and communications 

planning, to include occasional work in graphics 

and video editing. A candidate should be 

comfortable with or willing to learn Wix and 

Mailchimp for weekly use. Please send letters of 

inquiry with resume to Blythe Raines 

(blythe8@hotmail.com) by March 15th. 

The church is now ACCEPTING ONLINE 

DONATIONS via our website (hiltonpres.org/

giving)! If you choose to take advantage of this 

new convenient way to give to the church, please 

consider covering the processing fees associated 

with the transaction, which means the entirety of 

your intended donation can be used for our 

ministry together. If you have any questions, 

please contact a member of the Admin & Finance 

Committee. 

mailto:blythe8@hotmail.com
http://www.hiltonpres.org/giving
http://www.hiltonpres.org/giving


 

 

THE SESSION 

Moderator 
Rev. Clark DeSarro-Raynal 

Clerk of Session 
Chip Shefelton    

Class of 2020 
Jym Newton 

Chip Shefelton  
Megan Thornton (CE) 

Class of 2022 
Amy Burgener (CC) 
Lisa McKean (CE) 
Francie Pearce (W) 

Class of 2021 
Paul Clear (AF) 
David Kluttz (P) 

Dawn Ramirez (M) 

Youth Elder 
Josiah DeSarro-Raynal 

(W) 

AF=Admin/Finance 
CE=Christian Education 
CC=Congregational Care 
M=Mission & Outreach 

P=Property 

W=Worship 

THE CHURCH STAFF 

Clark DeSarro-Raynal, Pastor clark@hiltonpres.org 

Lois Reese, Director of Music music@hiltonpres.org 

Doris Slagle, Organist organist@hiltonpres.org 

Megan-Drew Tiller, Office Manager office@hiltonpres.org 

Pax Goodson, Treasurer treasurer@hiltonpres.org 

Christine Maculley, Asst. Treasurer cmaculley@verizon.net 

Lucille Massenberg, Custodian 

Susan Murphy, Preschool Director preschool@hiltonpres.org 

Follow Us! 

LAITY ASSISTANT SCHEDULE 
If you are unable to be at church on a Sunday you’re scheduled to serve, please arrange for a substitute,  

and if time allows, contact the church office and/or Doug Baker (doug.baker2@verizon.net). 

The most current Laity Schedule is listed on our website hiltonpres.org/what-we-do under the Worship tab. 

 Week of March 1st Week of March 8th Week of March 15th Week of March 22nd 

Building Security Charlie Slagle, Pastor Clark Charlie Slagle, Pastor Clark Charlie Slagle, Pastor Clark Charlie Slagle, Pastor Clark 

Greeters/Ushers 
Priscilla Bele, Kathryn Dabbs, 
Pax Goodson, Hagen Hines, 

Dawn Ramirez 

Priscilla Bele, Kathryn Dabbs, 
Pax Goodson, Hagen Hines, 

Dawn Ramirez 

Priscilla Bele, Kathryn Dabbs, 
Pax Goodson, Hagen Hines, 

Dawn Ramirez 

Priscilla Bele, Kathryn Dabbs, 
Pax Goodson, Hagen Hines, 

Dawn Ramirez 

Counters 
Paul Clear, Andy               

Connor, Jackie Peters 
Blythe Raines, Renee  

DiPasquale, Jym Newton 
George Barber, Debbie       

Barber, Christine Maculley 
Priscilla Bele, Leslie              
Leser, Susie Banning 

Nursery 
Mary Ellen Dreybus,                

Lisa Sullivan 
Susan Pongratz,                       
Amy Burgener 

Jada Patterson, Emily    
Krikorian, Kim Hines 

Jada Patterson, Julie           
Richter, Dawn Ramirez 

Children’s Time Pastor Clark Megan Thornton Dan Chenoweth Francie Pearce 

Lay Reader Sue Hogue Kim Hines Suzy Baker Lisa McKean 

Multimedia Francie Pearce Francie Pearce Francie Pearce Francie Pearce 

Sound Dave Kluttz Pax Goodson Paul Burgener Matt Sullivan 

Elder of the Week Amy Burgener Lisa McKean Francie Pearce Jym Newton 

Giving Flowers   Nelson Farley  

HILTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) A member of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia 
34 Main Street    ·   Newport News, Virginia 23601    ·    (757) 595-1313    ·    Office@HiltonPres.org    ·    www.HiltonPres.org 

Office hours: M-F 8:30 am—3:30 pm   ·   Music and lyrics reprinted by permission †CCLI #1352452  **One license.net #712925 

THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, March 1st 
8:00 am One City Marathon Cheering  
 Station 
3:30 pm Ensemble 
4:00 pm Interactive Worship,  
 Congregational Activity 
 & Dinner 
 

Monday 
9:00 am Soup Kitchen 
6:30 pm (Girl Scouts,  
 MusikGarten Sun Catchers) 
 
 

Tuesday 
9:30 am Prayer & Meditation,  
4:00 pm (Drumming Up the Fun) 
5:30 pm (Yoga) 
6:00 pm Session 
7:30 pm Hilton Ringers 
 

Wednesday 
6:30 pm Adult Choir 
 

Thursday 
HPP Closed -State Early Childhood Conference 
10:30 am Sunshine Choir @ James River 
 Convalescent & Rehab 
11:30 am Keenagers @ Hilton Tavern 

Friday 
HPP Closed -State Early Childhood Conference 
9:00 am Soup kitchen @ St. Vincent’s 
5:30 pm (Yoga) 
 

Sunday, March 8th 
9:15 am Sunday School, Junior Jam 
10:00 am Adult Choir, Youth Jam 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Youth Jam 
6:00 pm Solomon’s Porch 

mailto:clark@hiltonpres.org
mailto:music@hiltonpres.org
mailto:organist@hiltonpres.org
mailto:office@hiltonpres.org
mailto:treasurer@hiltonpres.org
mailto:cmaculley@verizon.net
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http://www.twitter.com/HiltonPres
http://www.facebook.com/HiltonPres
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