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Agenda 
 

Call to Order and Prayer by the Moderator……………………Rev. Clark DeSarro-Raynal 

 

Election of the 2020 Nominating Committee…………………………………Chip Shefelton 

 

Book of Reports 

 Pastor……………………………………………………………...Rev. DeSarro-Raynal 

 Clerk of Session……………………………………………….…………Chip Shefelton 

 Administration & Finance Committee………………………..……………Paul Clear 

Christian Education Committee…………………………………….Megan Thornton 

 Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee……………………….Diane Clear 

 Mission and Outreach Committee……………………..…………………Jym Newton 

 Presbyterian Women…………………………………………………...Beth Rivenbark 

 Property Committee………………………………………………………David Kluttz 

 Worship Committee……………………………………………………..Francie Pearce 

 Director of Music……………………………………………………………..Lois Reese 

 Hilton Presbyterian Preschool……………………………………….Megan Thornton 

 

Adjournment with Prayer……………………………………………….Rev. DeSarro-Raynal 

  



Minister’s Annual Report 
 

100 Years! 

In 2019, we marked our centennial anniversary and celebrated all year long! In January, we 

hosted the winter meeting of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia, and shared our rich story with 

all our sister churches. In July we had a special “Homecoming Worship.” What a joy it was to 

welcome many of our young adults who are now in college and beyond. Some have been a 

part of our church family ever since they were born. Former pastor Rev. Barbara Shefelton was 

here to preach and so many good memories were shared. All Saints Sunday in November was 

a beautiful service. We shared stories and pictures and gave thanks to God for our many 

Hilton saints through the years, all we could remember, who served the Lord with wisdom, 

imagination, generosity and love. In December we marked the actual day of our 100th year 

anniversary. The choir presented their Centennial Cantata and we joined in a special Litany of 

Thanksgiving.  
 

Holy Cow! 

A major focus of the year was to envision our future. While giving thanks for our first 100 

years, what does our new centennial hold? Last spring we employed a church vitality tool 

offered through the presbytery called the Holy Cow Church Assessment Tool. It was 

enlightening. 85 members gave answers. Our responses reveal that we have very good energy 

and member satisfaction, we’re flexible, inclusive, and we have a heart for mission. As our top 

priority, we name our desire to reach out into our neighborhood and bring more folks into our 

life and ministry. How do we do that? The results of our study show that we must carefully 

ward against growing too complacent in our relative comfort with the ways things are! For our 

future, we must present a compelling and excellent mission. We need to be the church beyond 

ourselves. We require more intentional mission focus and energy moving beyond our doors.  
 

20/20 Vision 

Our Stewardship theme was “20/20 Vision.” We reflected upon the ways we offer our lives to 

God through all we do here at Hilton Presbyterian Church. In worship we had celebrations for 

every church ministry. We are grateful for all the ways God enables our witness in Christ to 

share. In looking to our future, let’s be open to all God will still have us be! Let our 20/20 

vision be clear. May God’s love in Jesus Christ be the center of all we do!  
 

Sabbatical 

I am so grateful for the wonderful sabbatical I was blessed to receive this summer. It was so 

rejuvenating, I learned a lot, and I’m so impressed by how you rose to the season of being 

church while I was away. Thanks to the sabbatical team, the worship committee and to you all. 

You helped to make possible for my family an amazing journey across Europe. It was a dream 

come true, a once in a lifetime experience. We will always remember.  
 



Our Witness in Christ to Share 

I am reminded every day how blessed I am to serve this church as your pastor. I love all I do 

as worship leader, preacher, pastor, administrator, teacher, and mission partner. I even like 

sweeping up after a fellowship dinner. Why? Because all these things find their place in our 

being church together. That’s what it is about. I pray I may ever be true to my call as Christ’s 

servant among you. At the same time, I pray we all may offer the Lord the very best of all we 

are.  
 

The book of reports you hold in your hands is a celebration of who we are. By the grace of 

God, we are a vibrant, impactful and generous church--a symphony of love and hope and 

peace and joy. Pray the Lord continue to bless us in our worship and witness. May we ever be 

a blessing in Jesus’ name. 
 

Reverend Clark DeSarro-Raynal, Pastor  



Membership Report for 2019 

 
Total # of Active Members 01/01/2018                                   353 
 

ADDITIONS: 

Profession of Faith               7 

Letter of Transfer                                                                          0 

Reaffirmation of Faith by Confession                                        2                                                                               
 

TOTAL:                        362 
 

LOSSES: 

Deaths                                                                                  3 

Letter of Transfer                                                                          2 

Removal by Request                          0 

Removal due to Inactive Status            92 
 

Active Membership as of December 31, 2019  TOTAL:  265 

 

Names of Additions:                               Marriages: 

Ethan Chenoweth      None 

Charlotte Countryman 

Eli DeSarro-Raynal      Baptisms: 

India DeSarro-Raynal     Charlotte Countryman 

Hagen Hines       Hagen Hines 

Katherine Krikorian      Kadyn Roger Clear 

Lily Krikorian      Woodson Ailsworth 

Cliff Ailsworth 

Megan Ailsworth 

 

IN MEMORIAM – Necrology 2019: 

Judy Knight 

Barbara Matthews-Richards 

Mary Anne Kellogg 

  

Average Weekly Attendance: 92 

 

We are in good standing with both the PCUSA and The Presbytery of Eastern Virginia. 

 

Chip Shefelton, Clerk of Session   

  



Administration & Finance Committee 
 

The Administration and Finance Committee is responsible for two broad areas: financial 

management and human resources. It also maintains the information technology 

infrastructure of the church. It oversees the two volunteer treasurers and has three 

subcommittees: Personnel, Memorial Gifts and Stewardship. It also conducts the financial 

business of the Vision & Architecture committee. The members are: 

 Paul Clear, Chair of A&F and Chair of Memorial Gifts 

 Pax Goodson, Chair of V&A and Co-Treasurer 

 Christine Maculley, Co-Treasurer 

 George Barber, Chair of Stewardship 

 Blythe Raines, Chair of Personnel Committee 

 Chip Shefelton, Past Chair 

 Rev. Clark DeSarro-Raynal, ex-officio 

Priscilla Bele, Dan Chenoweth, Paul Clear and Christine Maculley Conducted the annual 

review of the church’s books. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 By the grace of God, we ended up with another good year. The budget for the year 

called for a $1,583 surplus, yet we ended up with a surplus of $11,712. There was an 

additional $6,000 in non-pledged giving this year. 

 Expenses were under tight control and finished 3% under budget. 

 

Vision and Architecture:  The V&A renovation project essentially ended back in 2018.  In 

March 2019, the church made a principal payment of $50,000 against its loan.  Together with 

the regular monthly payments, we reduced the loan from $149,366 to $95,152.  We collected 

$3,815 in V&A pledge payments from church members, and we expect to use that, plus other 

surplus funds, to make another special principal payment soon (albeit much smaller than the 

previous $50,000). 

 

Budget for 2020: The budget adopted by Session has several changes from 2019: 

 The staff received compensation increases at 2% which did not happen in 2019  

 The Continuing Ed for all staff was reinstituted. 

 All committees prayerfully considered their request for budget and were given their 

request in full. 

 

As usual, this congregation and their leadership have done a great job in developing a budget 

that we together can achieve!! 



Stewardship: This year’s stewardship campaign was “20/20 Vision”. There were 63 pledges 

for a total of $243,000. We are also looking at ways to enable stewardship throughout the year 

such as estate planning, electronic giving etc. 

 

Memorials: The Memorial committee started 2019 with $5,785.35. There no request for funds 

this year. 

 

Personnel: The Personnel Committee, hired a new Nursery Caregiver to work during Sunday 

school, church, and additional church events, beginning September 2019. Yearly reviews on all 

employees have begun. These employees include the Custodian, Office Manager, Organist, 

Music Director, and Pastor. We are so grateful for this group who continue to work so well 

together and serve our church with their love and support. 

 

Elder Paul Clear 

 

  



Hilton Presbyterian Church 2020 Budget 
with Comparison to Last Five Years 

        

 Actual Results  Budget 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  2020 

Operating Revenue     264,491     278,726       287,450       277,894       273,027        273,750  

V&A Capital Campaign Revenue     223,785       109,662         45,956           3,815    

        

Personnel Expenses:        

Pastor      76,466       87,419         86,335         87,966         87,108          90,286  

Office Mgr      39,792       40,052         38,177         38,931         38,431          39,700  

Choir Dir      20,303       20,999         22,412         22,845         22,095          23,287  

Organist      10,704       10,910         11,118         11,204         10,831          11,547  

Custodian      13,709       13,981         14,811         14,761         14,563          15,440  

Childcare         1,912          1,298               794               756               836            1,184  

Insurance, PNC, Misc      (1,099)            937           1,560           1,524           1,569            1,452  

Subtotal    161,787     175,596       175,209       177,990       175,433        182,896  

        

Committees:        

A&F (Supplies, Copier, Accounting)      17,452       16,561         14,593         18,562         14,883          15,056  

Property (Maint, Utilities, Insurance)      50,258       42,775         44,768         48,556         46,325          45,380  

Christian Education         2,967          3,977           3,649           3,300           2,223            3,825  

Worship         3,712          4,701           5,558           5,589           6,230            6,430  

Stewardship & Session            360             267               266               429               235               500  

Missions      15,402       16,595         17,168         17,119         14,391          15,775  

Cong Care            702             507               806  1,125        1,098            1,150  

        

Total Expenses    253,080     261,249       262,898       272,911       261,316        271,011  

        

Surplus/(Deficit)      11,411       17,476         24,552         4,983         11,712            2,739  

        

Year-End Balance Sheet:        

Total Assets (*)    169,638     288,585       200,087       210,279       187,327    

Long-Term Debt     (155,273)   (149,366)     (95,152)   

Total Unrestricted Equity      15,040       20,826         26,426         30,591         42,302    

Total Restricted Equity    154,597     267,759         18,387         30,323         49,872    

        

(*) By tradition, we do not include the land and building in our assets.  
We spent $420,000 in 2017 on the renovations. 

  



Christian Education Committee 
 

The Christian Education Committee (CE) serves the Session and members of the church by 
overseeing the education of all youth and adults in the Christian faith.  The committee orders 
curriculum and supply materials, organizes and plans for camps, educational classes, 
intergenerational events, and activities.  These include Rally Day in September, Sunday school, 
Bible study classes, Solomon’s Porch, Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, Advent workshop, 
youth conferences at Presbyterian retreat centers, and opportunities for the youth to serve the 
community through service and fundraisers (yard sales, Chili Cook-off and Pancake Supper).  The 
Christian Education committee also acts as a liaison to Hilton Presbyterian Preschool, which 
utilizes much of the first floor building area during the school year. The preschool families have 
been invited to participate in many of these church functions. The church members have been 
invited to and enthusiastically participate in reading time for the children and generously provide 
the preschool families with “Parents Nights Out” periodically during the school year. 
 
In March of this year, the committee was thrilled to welcome a confirmation class of 7 of our youth 
into membership in the church. In June, 4 of our rising 6th-8th graders enjoyed the middle school 
retreat at Massanetta in partnership with Simonsdale Presbyterian. We helped to plan and staff 
two days of VBS this summer (“Joyous July” and “Awesome August”). We enjoyed seeing former 
HPC youth who came back to visit for the 100th anniversary in July, and we started off the 2019-
2020 school year in September with an open house-style Rally Day, where we debuted our new 
rotation model in the elementary Sunday School classes. The new model has been well received 
and well attended, and has featured a number of visiting teachers, who have generously given of 
their time and talents to make scripture come alive in new ways for our children.  
 
The CE committee includes Megan Thornton (preschool liaison and co-chair), Lisa McKean (co-
chair), Beth Rivenbark, Vicki Signorelli, Anna Chenoweth, and input from all of our Sunday school 
teachers listed below. 
 
Sunday Classes 
 Children and Youth  
 Preschool- Kathryn Dabbs  
 Grades K-5- Lisa McKean, Anna Chenoweth, Megan Thornton, Doug Baker 

Middle and High School- Dan Chenoweth, John Krikorian 
 Adults  

Discussion Book Study - Barbara Savage, Jay Taylor 
Faithlink - Sue Hogue, Lisa Schlickenmeyer 
Men’s Bible – Charlie Slagle 
Solomon’s Porch – Doris Slagle 

 

Elder Megan Thornton 

  



Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee 

 

The Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee is made up of a small but dedicated 

group of members: Betty Blackburn, Izzy Drewer, Leslie Lesser, Judi Riutort, Barbara Savage, 

Charlie Slagle, and Carole &amp; Jay Taylor. Debbie Barber and Diane Clear co-chair the 

committee and Amy Burgener is the Session Representative. 

 

As this committee’s function is to first “Care” for our congregation, we are kept busy keeping 

in touch with homebound members, ill & convalescing members and those members that we 

haven’t seen recently. We support these members through cards & notes, telephone calls, 

visitation, and prayer. We prepare meals to be delivered to those in need. We provide rides to 

appointments as well as run errands for some members. 

 

Another purpose of this committee is to support the “Fellowship” of the church. This usually 

means food! We provide the monthly Lemonade Socials in the Narthex after worship for 

people to have a time to speak with friends, old and new. In February we had a covered dish 

supper “just for fun.” We put together a soup supper on Maundy Thursday and set up a table 

for twelve at a time to partake in the Lord’s Supper. Celebration Sunday’s Picnic and the 

kickoff for Clark’s sabbatical was one of our undertakings and a good time was had despite 

the weather. We had an Ice Cream Social/Movie night in August prior to school starting. For 

Christmas, this year, we had a finger food luncheon after the choir’s presentation of Lessons 

and Carols. 

 

Our committee is always looking for new ideas for fellowship activities and ways to provide 

care and support for all our church members. We would always welcome new members to our 

committee! 

 

Debbie Barber and Diane Clear, Co-Chairs 

 

  



Missions and Outreach Committee 
 

The Mission and Outreach committee is called by God to love and serve others. We are the 

face and hands of the church in our community, offering up time, treasure and talents in 

partnership with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Members include chair Dawn Simonds Ramirez, co-chair Jym Newton, Susan Banning, Clark 

DeSarro- Raynal, Mary Ellen Dreybus, Melissa Goodson, Patti Grayson, Sue Hogue, Lisa 

Schlickenmeyer, Shelly Simonds, and Doris Slagle. Unofficial but working hard are Patti 

Caccavale, Kathryn Dabbs and Vicki Signorelli. 

 

Things we do include: 

 Assist the Backdoor Ministry soup kitchen at St. Vincent DePaul 

 Coordinate Preschool Parents’ Nights Out for our preschool parents twice a year 

 Collect for Tori’s Closet, the FoodBank and Thrive 

 Provide support for the Rachs’ work in Mexico 

 Coordinate the Halloween hospitality stop with hot chocolate, water and bathrooms 

 Coordinate the Red Cross blood drive twice annually 

 Provide exam snacks to hundreds of appreciative students at CNU in April and 

December 

 Collect the Nickel A Meal (NAM) offering four times annually to support PEVA 

Hunger Action, THRIVE, and the Virginia Peninsula Food Bank 

 Stock the Little Free Library and collect the community prayer pot 

 Donate clothing, shoes, food, and household items and distribution to local mission 

partners 

 Host PORT (People Offering Resources Together) in December and serve as a partner 

church in 

 November and January. 

 Donate thousands of dollars given by our congregation, over and above the 

mission/outreach budget, to PCUSA Special Offerings, NAM, and gifts given at Advent 

Workshop 

 

Because of our work here at Hilton Presbyterian Church, we are designated an official Hunger 

Action Congregation. The dedication of our members as witnessed with the Backdoor Ministry 

and PORT, and our donations to local and regional organizations that address food insecurity 

has made us one of only 111 churches in the PCUSA that have this recognition. 

 

Elder Dawn Ramirez 

 



Presbyterian Women 
 

PW at Hilton consist of three circles which meet monthly for Bible study and fellowship. 

Circle 1 meets the third Monday at 7pm between September and June. Circle 2 meets the 

second Thursday at 10:30am the same months and Circle 3 meets the second Monday at 

7pm skipping the month of December. The Bible Study is from the greater Presbyterian 

Church. Each year a new study is ordered and Presbyterian Women’s Groups around the 

country all study the same message. This year’s theme is “LOVE CARVED IN STONE: A 

Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments.” In addition to Bible study, special offerings are 

collected throughout the year to support missions that specifically help women and 

children throughout the world. The mission is usually for groups that are not supported by 

the larger Presbyterian Church. Our PW group picks one mission each year and the larger 

church decides where the other offerings go. Circles are open to all women of any age. From 

time to time, we try to schedule events that involve all ladies here at Hilton. If you would 

like to participate in Circle or have an idea for an event or project that will encourage 

women to meet together, please share it with the leadership of our group–Beth Rivenbark, 

Leslie Leser, Betty Blackburn, Susie Banning, or Doris Slagle. 

 

Beth Rivenbark 
 

 

 

  



Property Committee 
 

Hilton Presbyterian got through the year without any catastrophic building repairs, but there 

were some repairs that needed attention along with the usual building maintenance. The 

following bullet points highlight the general maintenance performed throughout the year. 

 The Fellowship Hall lights were replaced with LED lighting which completely changed 

the ambiance of the lighting in the space. A big thanks to Pax Goodson and Joe Hogue 

for spearheading the project. 

 All the non-working florescent light fixtures in the kitchen were replaced. 

 General maintenance included changing out a few smoke detectors, a carbon monoxide 

sensor and lights throughout the church as well as fire code inspections, pest control 

inspections and custodial supplies. 

 Maintenance on the air conditioner that cools the sanctuary was provided by John 

Rogers and seems to be working up to code. 

 There was water collecting on the roof outside of the choir loft. The roof was cleared of 

debris and leaves to allow for proper irrigation. 

 There was a great deal of water pouring over the gutters around the sanctuary. Pax 

Goodson and Joe Hogue cleared the gutters and we now have proper irrigation. 

 A big thanks to Melissa Goodson for keeping the abundance of plants that surround the 

church watered during the dry arid summer season. 

 In November we had a property work day. The kitchen was cleaned and organized to 

be better prepared for PORT. There was landscaping work and the men’s bathroom in 

the upstairs choral hall received an overhaul. The bathroom received a leak repair from 

the toilet, a paint job, and new flooring. A big thanks to Paul Clear and Sam Heatwole 

for their time and talents. 

 Pastor Clark’s Wireless Mic received a needed repair. 

 The air conditioning unit in the Library section of the church needs to be replaced. The 

property and finance committee are looking at the best possible solution. 

 A changing table in the Preschool is to be installed in the upcoming month. 

 2 toilets that had the same identical leak problem in the school area were serviced by 

John Rogers. 

 

If anyone notices a repair that needs attention, please submit that need to me. 

Elder David Kluttz  



Worship Committee 

 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 

Matthew 18:20 

 

HPC’s worship team is exceedingly thankful for its wonderful church family. We are grateful 

for the gifts and work of our staff and our team members, who collaboratively plan inclusive, 

creative, and meaningful worship, filled with God’s spirit. And we are most grateful for our 

sisters and brothers, young and old, who come, who usher, make music, share children’s 

sermons, read scriptures, fill the pulpit, prepare communion, serve communion, share joys and 

concerns, operate the soundboard or the laptop. We are blessed by such faithfulness. 

 

Highlights of 2019 include, but are not limited to: 

 Once again, HPC cheered One City Marathon runners in the One City on Sunday 

morning. In our afternoon worship service, we welcomed seven confirmands into the 

membership of the church. After worship, a Lenten craft was followed by supper. 

 Our theme for Lent was Cultivating and Letting Go. A quiet, meaningful Ash 

Wednesday service was held in the narthex, and Maundy Thursday was celebrated in 

the fellowship hall, with a simple meal followed by a meditative service, with 12 people 

at a time receiving the elements at the beautifully set central communion table. 

 While Clark was on sabbatical, with special thanks to Debby Heatwole for scheduling, 

our pulpit was filled each week with a variety of speakers, some ordained, some not. 

But each brought enriching messages. 

 In late September, we were able to take a retreat together on the Outer Banks. Clark 

shared many of the insights gained from his sabbatical. And we began preparations for 

Advent and Christmas. 

 In November, we observed All Saints Sunday in part by creating a garland of “angel 

saints”, whose names were written by the congregation and read aloud. 

 In addition to our Advent theme of Longing for Light, December included a Centennial 

service, marking HPC’s 100th anniversary. 

 

We begin the new year with gratitude and humility, and with the desire to do what we do 

even better. 

 

Elder Francie Pearce 

 

  



Director of Music 
Lois Reese – Music Director 

Doris Slagle – Organist 

 

Highlights for the year: 

 

 On May 19 the Adult Choir presented “Feel the Spirit” with choral arrangements of 

spirituals and readings celebrating Pentecost.  

 On Celebration Sunday, the Junior Jam presented a special Pentecostal anthem with 

instruments and voices telling the story of the “Twelve Disciples in the Temple”. 

 Even though the Hilton VBS took a different format, our music team was again well 

represented by HPC with Lois, Doris, and Patti Grayson leading the way. 

 Lois and Doris went to the Montreat Worship and Music Conference together and Lois 

attended the Handbell Musicians of America National Seminar in St. Louis. 

 In August we commemorated the 400 Anniversary of African Landing in our area with 

our tower bell and our own handbells ringing outside and with the singing of Amazing 

Grace. We also celebrated Doris’ 20th Anniversary as organist with the commissioning 

of a piece for flute and organ to be completed next year. 

 This fall we welcomed new handbell ringer Desiree Foskey to the Hilton Ringers.  There 

is never a dull moment with Desi behind the table! 

 While Lois attended the Village Drum Circles workshop in October, the Youth Jam 

carried on without her adding percussion to the sung psalm and choir anthem of the 

day.  Fly, young birds, fly. 

 Our Adult Choir participated in two community events with combined choirs.  Lois led 

the choir for our Centennial service in September, and we sang with St Andrews and 

FUMC at a lovely Advent Vespers Service. 

 For Advent we had a traditional Lessons and Carols service for our centennial with 

choral music that was written or arranged in the past 100 years. Later that afternoon we 

had a wonderful concert performed by the Virginia Handbell Consort. 

 In the community we continue to support worship services at the Chesapeake.  The 

Sunshine Singers continue their work singing at retirement centers and rehab facilities, 

including James River Convalescent Center, Riverside Pavilion, The Newport, Coliseum 

Convalescent Center and Rehab, Dominion Village in Poquoson, and Northampton 

Convalescent Center. 

 Lois had her first Sunday “in the pulpit,” actually facing front and talking to people, but 

it wasn’t long before everyone was asked to “follow the call” and pick up an instrument 

and start playing. 

 



 High Notes Music School continues its outreach to the community.  Drumming Up the 

Fun continues to be a favorite with the K-2 crowd, MusikGarten is still looking for the 

perfect time for families to come.  We held our first community drum circle at the end of 

the year.  A dozen folks from toddler through adult had a great time playing 

together.  Private lessons have expanded to include flute, piano, voice, handbells, and 

recorder. 

 

Lois Reese, Director of Music 

  



Hilton Presbyterian Preschool 
(Period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019) 

 

The board of directors met 5 times during the school year to plan and discuss preschool 

business, focusing on student and family needs, fiscal status, operations, and staffing. As 

always, the meetings were well attended. Members included: Matthew Cox (chair), Andy 

Thornton (treasurer), Megan Thornton (Church Member at Large), Beverly Becker (secretary), 

Jillian Balay, Jennifer Mills (parent rep), Betty Ann Pagels, Dawn Cole, and Susan Murphy 

(Preschool Director and advisor to the board). The board of directors is committed to 

supporting the purpose of the preschool in fostering a Christian environment that nurtures the 

student’s readiness for literacy and celebrates the individual child. 

 

Hilton Presbyterian Preschool had another wonderful year. Enrollment was steady 

throughout. 

 

Two new teachers started this year and we have a new assistant. Our newest teachers and 

assistant have worked out well we’re happy to have them! 

 

In closing, 2019-2020 will begin the 55th year of Hilton Presbyterian Preschool. This is an 

exciting and special time for the preschool. This educational ministry of HPC provides a 

Christian foundation and love of learning for many of the children of Hilton and its 

surrounding communities. We are thankful to the church and session for its support and 

prayers for the years ahead. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Cox (Hilton Presbyterian Preschool Board Chair, 2018-2019) 


